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LIEUTENANT DUN: Today is January 16, 2002. 
The time is 7:40. My name is Richard Dun working with 
the New York City Fire Department. I'm conducting an 


interview with... 


PARAMEDIC JEFFERSON: Joseph Jefferson, 


paramedic from Battalion 26, Shield No. 2410. 
Q. In your own words, can you just tell us what 
happened on the day of September 11th, 2001. 


A. Basically, we were doing our tour of duty or 


we were in the beginning stages of our tour of duty and 
we were at Bronx-Lebanon Hospital, we were in the 
Bronx, which is about 173rd Street and Grand Concourse, 


when we heard that a plane had struck the World Trade 


Center. We were still basically finishing up. Then we 


heard that the second plane hit. We were in contact 


with the dispatcher, who said that she needed som 


units to go down there. So we were dispatched to go 
down to the World Trade Center. So we left from there 


and went down to the World Trade Center. 


Q. Did you take the streets or did you go to the 
highways? 

A. We took the streets to the highway, 
basically. 


Q. Okay. When you got down there, how was it? 
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What was it like when you pulled up or when you got 


close to the site? 


A. Well, once we got we took the FDR and we 


came around the back, the back way, up West Street 


from —-- 

QO. South Ferry. 

A. South Ferry, that exit. When we got down 
there, it was just almost like a death silence. I 


guess you could say it looked like a war zone I guess. 
QO. Did you see a lot of debris? 


A. You could see part of the plane or what we 


q 


thought might have been. There were cars on fire. 
There were body parts. 

Q. Was there a lot of chaos, people running, 
trying to get away? 


A. From the angle that we approached, from that 


side, there wasn't a lot going on. There were numerous 


vehicles that were heading towards Ground Zero, I 
guess, which is what we call it now. 
Q. At that point, when you got there, did the 


first building collapse already? 


A. No. We got there before the buildings came 
down. 


QO. Before the buildings came down. So the 
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buildings were still standing? 


A. Yes. 

QO. Okay. 

A. So as we drove up, I guess we got to -- I'm 
looking at the picture now. I'm trying to see where is 
West. 

Q. This is going uptown and that's downtown. 

A. So we were coming up this way and there was 
somebody -- 

Q. Liberty and West? There was a triage 
station. 

A. We actually never made it up to the triage 
center. This is the tower right here, right? 

Q. Right. 

A. This is the first one that came down? 

Q. Right. 

A. As we got to about here, traffic was being 


diverted to go from the northbound lane to the 


southbound. They were setting up the vehicles ther 


We turned to go up that way and a firefighter cam 


running out from one of the towers and he was basically 


saying are you guys medics? He flagged us down, are 


you guys medics? We're like, yeah, what's going on? 


He said, well, one of our firefighters is down and we 
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need some help. We have EMTs in there and they're 


screaming for medics. So I stopped the vehicle, cam 


around, grabbed my trauma bag. My partner got out of 
the vehicle and said you want me to grab the other 
stuff or what? So I said okay, yeah, grab it and run 


ahead a little bit to see what they have. 


Q. Is that where you left your vehicle and that 


was the last time you saw the vehicle or you got back 


to it? 
A. We got back to it. 
Q. Oh, okay. Because people left vehicles. 
A. Right. So I guess the vehicle was parked on 


like the side street. 


QO. On the west side before Liberty? 


A. Right. So as I went down that block towards 


the World Trade Center, No. 2 building, they were 


bringing him up on a stretcher and we actually met him 


on the corner there, and they had their vehicle and the 
BLS vehicle was there and they were in the back. So I 


jumped in to see and it was the firefighter who had I 


think got hit by someone that had jumped out. 


QO. Do you remember his name? 


A. No. I don't recall, 
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my partner is. My partner never met me a 


vehicle. So she said, well, 


just go to t 


So basically what I did was I went back i 


vehicle, I grabbed my equipment 


vehicle, closed the door, 


and 


t and I exi 


the BLS too 
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hospital with about four firefighters. 


So I went back to where I believed th 


vehicle was supposed to be but it wasn't there. So I 
said where's my bus? Anybody seen 302? Anybody seen 


302? He said yeah, yeah, he went off that way. I said 


what? He said yeah, your partner took the vehicle. I 
said no. I was like he didn't leave me. I know he 
didn't. So it was like where is he? So then I was 


looking around, I turned back around, and right about 


where I had met the other guy, my partner pulled the 


vehicle up her 


QO. To Liberty? 


A. To Liberty. 


-- to try and meet us and somehow we missed 


each other. But the vehicle was there, but he wasn't. 


So I went to the vehicle, I went to open the door and 


the door was locked. I went around to the other side 


to try and see if I could get th quipment out, and as 


I was standing there, I heard this rumbling and I 


looked up and the building was coming down. 
Q. That was the first building coming down? 
A. That was the first building, yes. 
Q. Okay. 


A. So I took off and I ended up hiding on -- I 


ran past 


the next 


building 
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-- I guess that's 90. The building that was 


over is 90 West. I remember I passed that 


(inaudible) into the building. So I turned 


around to run into the building, but the stuff was 


coming down so fast that I wasn't able to get into the 


building 


- so I ended up hiding in the windowsill 


trying to cover up and basically the stuff was coming 


past me like an avalanche, you know, it sounds like a 


freight train. So I looked back and I saw like this 


big piece of wall about -- it had to be about maybe 


four feet 


like that 


my knees 


t long and about three feet wide or something 


t, it came across my back, knocked me down to 


- %© was like, God, I'm going to get buried 


alive here because there wasn't that much space. I 


tried to 


couldn't 


was just 


break the window to get into the window and 


there was a fence, a gate inside of the window, so I 


climb into the building through there. So I 


there waiting until it all stopped. 


Once it stopped, you know, I'm sure it sounds 


very familiar, it was like just nothing, just silence 


and you couldn't see because of the cloud of dust. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Did you have a radio that day? 
I had a radio. 


Were there any transmissions going on? 
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A. At that point I didn't have the radio. 
QO. Okay. 
A. But it was just silence. Then, trying to 


breathe, it was like you started coughing and gagging. 


Then you started hearing people calling out for help 


(inaudible). I stood there for a couple of seconds and 


then I heard a couple of secondary explosions and some 


vehicles wer ngulfed in flames, you know, they were 


on fire. So I go this is not the place to be. I hope 
I'm talking up loud enough. I grabbed my trauma bags 
and put it back on my shoulder and I started feeling 


around. I called out for help a couple times for 


myself and then I realized I'm supposed to be the 


help. Then I started telling people come towards my 


voice, come towards my voice, because I knew I was on 


West Street, I didn't know exactly where, but I knew 


that, if they were further into where the buildings 
were, they should probably come out towards this way 
and walk up towards the South Ferry. 


I saw a female cop. She had a flashlight, so 


she was able to help direct the people who went into 


one of the buildings, and they had already had some 


water and they had garbage cans filled with ice set 


up. So some people came in and began to like wash 
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their faces off and stuff like that. There was a 


vehicle parked, Vehicle 440. It was parked like in 


front of that building. So I went inside that vehicle 


and hooked up with an EMT, she was from Jacobi, with a 
guy who was injured a little bit, he had hurt his leg. 


So I treated him. 


QO. Okay. 
A. What else? I mean, it was so much. As I was 
treating him, another EMT came in and he was hurt. A 


medic was bringing him and she said Eddie's hurt bad. 
He had a gash in his back and his arm was broken. So I 


splinted his arm. 


QO. Eddie who? 

A. Martinez. 

QO. Martinez. 

A. The EMT, his last name was Joseph. 

QO. From Jacobi? 

A. From Jacobi. lLamanna was the medic that 
brought Eddie over there. But as I splinted his arm 
and treated him (inaudible). As I splinted his arm, I 


was helping (inaudible) and stuff like that and we told 


him grab som quipment because I don't think that this 
would be a good place, it might be a collapse, it's 


damaged or crushed, if not totally destroyed. So I 
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said, if anything else falls, because I didn't know how 


much of the building fell, I didn't know whether it was 


just the top or whatever, I said I don't want us -- 


being inside the vehicle is not going to be the safest 


place, so let's just grab some equipment, couple up the 


02 and bandages and stuff like that and let's get into 


this building. Basically we were moving towards, like 


I said, back towards South Ferry. I hadn't seen any 


supervision or anybody, basically, except the few 
people that had been... 


So as we went into the next building, I said 


let's go into this next building, wait a couple of 


seconds. Other people were coming in. That's when I 
met up with my partner. We basically experienced 
almost the same thing. He was hiding in another 


windowsill because he was unable to get into the 


buildings. But after that a few more people came in 
and we said, listen, we're going to try and get you 
guys out of here, just stay put for a second and just 
make sure that it clears up a little bit and we're 
going to get you guys as far to safety as we can. 


Eddie Martinez started feeling a little bit 


worse. I thought that he might be developing a 


pneumothorax because of the size of the gash in his 
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back. It was pretty deep. I sent him with Karen 


Lamanna and another voluntary EMT in a stair chair with 


oxygen towards the treatment area. I heard there was 


some kind of treatment there at South Ferry. I said 


get him down there, they had some buses or whatever, 


and I said I'm going to double back and help the peopl 


that were left. 


Q. Building 2 still didn't come down yet? 

A. No. After they went down -- 

QO. South. 

A. South. I went back and I said okay 
everybody, let's get a head count and see how many 
people are in here and we're going to start -- so I 
went back out -- I said stay here and let me just make 


sure the coast is clear, and as I was going out to go, 


that's when the second building came down. So I ran 
back in the building. It felt a little bit safer 
because it was one of the big buildings. So I sent 
them as far back into the middle of the building as 


possible. The windows were shaking. It was like all 


over again. 


After that subsided, a couple more peopl 
came trickling in. After cleaning them up, we did a 


head count and we had like about 20 people. So little 


13 


J. JEFFERSON 


by little, as it cleared up, we brought them down, went 


into another little place, you know, it was like taking 


them section by section, and we got all the way down to 


where there's like a health club or something that was 
down there. 

Q. New York City Health and Racquet? 

A. Right. We got them there and I told them 
listen, I said remember my name, I'm Paramedic 


Jefferson, I said I'm going to get you guys out of 


here, I don't know exactly how, but just stay put. 
There are some bathrooms facilities here and there are 
some phones, if you want to make a phone call or 


something, do that, and I'll be back in a couple 


minutes and we're going to get you out of here. 

So my partner and I left there and started 
walking down towards south and, funny thing, a lady in 
a mini school bus drives by and she's like, excuse me, 
I need to find the Brooklyn Bridge, I need to get 
across it. I said, matam, I can't promise you I can 
get you across the Brooklyn Bridge, I said, but I need 
your help. I have about 20 people that I need to get 


over to the hospital, would you mind giving some 


assistance? She said I don't know, I've got to ask my 


boss, I've got to ask my boss. So she calls and 
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initially he goes no, no, get back to the house. It's 


like can you tell him -- he has to have heard on the 


news, we're in the middle of a crisis here and we 


really need his help. So she says the paramedics 


really need the help, and he was like okay. It's like 


what is he going to say? 


Q. 
A. 


doing. 


You could have commandeered them. 


Basically, that's what we ended up basically 


I said tell him that you're giving us a hand. 


We need 


the Healt 


and got 


the us 


of this vehicle. So we took it back to 


th and Racquet Club and we got all the people 


them lined up. We had a lady with a baby, this 


was like an infant, still only maybe a month or two 


old, a guy with two cats and a lady with a little dog. 


It ended up being like about 22 people that we put 


inside the school bus and we drove them up to Bellevue 


Hospital in 


the school bus. 


After that we doubled back and came back 


down. We got as far as the Brooklyn Bridge. I said 
T'll take you to the bridge, matam. I can't promise 
you that you'll get across, but I can take you there. 
So we brought her back down there and my partner and I 
walked from the Brooklyn Bridge back to the World Trade 
Center, and we treated some other firefighters. 


15 


J. JEFFERSON 


QO. Did you ever make it to a treatment center or 


a triage center? 


A. For us to get looked at? 
Q. No. From the Brooklyn Bridge, you went 
back. You just were free-lancing in the street, 


helping people? 


A. Once we got all the way back there, we ran 
into one of the chiefs. I forget the name at this 
time. But basically, once we got all the way back down 
there, it was still kind of chaotic, but there was 


still a little order -- 


QO. There was an EMS officer around at that time? 

A. Yes, there was an EMS officer around at that 
time. 

QO. Okay. 

A. He said, listen, I want you to gather all our 
people, try and keep them together here. He sent out a 
couple of groups to scavenge som quipment together 


and so we had a little treatment center that we were 


setting up right on -- I think it was actually right on 
Liberty towards the water. 


QO. Liberty and West. South End Avenue. 


A. We were like up in here. 


QO. South End Avenue. 
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A. So that's where we staged and basically we 


were treating people and we were helping. I didn't 


ven realize th xtent of some of our own -- I think 


that was we stayed ther I don't even remember 
exactly what time we left, but I know my partner's 


shoulder began to hurt more, my wrist was a little 


swollen, I had a cut, I got a couple of stitches. 

Q. So you basically stayed a lot after, like 
after 9:00 o'clock, roughly? 

A. I think we eventually got back here about 
9:00, between 8:00 and 9:00, 10:00 o'clock, somewhere 
around there. 


Q. That's good enough. 


A. We were there well into the evening. 


Q. All right. Anything else you'd like to add? 


A. Anything like what? I mean, while I was 
there, all that we could do was really pray that we 


would come out alive, everything was happening, and it 


was just basically God's mercy that we were able to 


survive. 


LIEUTENANT DUN: Okay. That concludes the 


interview with Mr. Jefferson. The time is 8:00 


o'clock. 


